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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


a peculiar regard to the diſtrafled condition of the 
Times we live in; as upon the general account of 


its perpetual uſefulneſs to all the --_ ures of 


Religion : and I am now confirmed im my ( boic 


by the 
teſtimony of your s and approbation. 


My Lord, þ I live not much m the Air of 
rw pots Fed te out of it 
that is not ſenſible , not only fferent Appre- 
=—_— and Diſputes amon # 4 but of the moſt 
[ſions and animoſuties , infomuch that no 
FR are thought virulent enough 

one another , but we muſt rake 
of ako her (ountries for odious Nicknames 


to o”_ Parties, and to perpetuate our uare 


—_— the worſt of our Caſe neither , for 
now at length (4s it wes to: happen in decloung 
Age) our Choler ſeems to be turned into Melancho» 
Nara r into Jealouſie. We grow ſuſpis 

uy” Auf Friends, of our Governours, of 
our Ci 


2 "befles 


one par ob, By which means not 

onh Religion DEE andalized, but "the very Siews of 

Society are relaxed, and the ſtrength of the Nation us 
diſſolved. 

And what Remedies can be ſufficient to recover 


us from. this Condition ? It is true ve bave a Gra». 
C10MS- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
cious Prince,” but who can preſerve « King dom divi- 
ded againſt it ſeff ? We bave good Laws, but what 
can they fignufie when they have loſt their venera- 
tion? We have a great many Good Men, but 
Who will take upon him to make peace, when be 
that parts the Fray is likely to receive the moſt 
Blows, and be that pretends to be a common Friend 
(to the angry Parties) ſhall be-treated as the 


bor 


i umus ; We can neither without a 
aye will admit of the La i 
Now, My Lord, my Text affords us hope e- 
ven m this condition. - It brings into view a migh- 
ty Majeſty, able to awe men mto a compoſure : It 
gives us aſſurance that we are under bis Govern- 
ment, who can cool our Heats, allay our Paſſions, 
prevent our Fears, and cure our Melancholy. . Al 
mighty Providence can turn the hearts of men, 
change the Scene of things, and make a Tempeſt 
become a Calm. And that in his own good tame 
be will do this for us, we have encouragement to ex- 
pet from the former experience we have had of his 
Goodneſs, and upon the intereſt of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, that Vine Which bis own right band hath plant- 
ed among ſt us. Now 
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SERMON 


PREACHED 
Before the Right Honourable 
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Lord MAYOR and ALDERMEN 
Of theCITY of 


LONDON. 


PsaLtmM xcvii. Verle 1. 


The Lord reignetb , let the Earth re- 
joice ; let the multitude of the Iſles 
be glad thereof. 


Hether this Pſalm was penned 
by Moſes upon occaſion of the 
Victory obtained over Sihon 
King of Heſhbon, as the firſt O- 


men of Iſrael's ſucceſs in the conqueſt of the 
promiſed Land ? (as the Jewiſh writers think) 
B Or, 


| 
| 
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Or, Whether it was compoſed by David upon 
the recovery of his Throne and Kingdom, 
when the conſpiracy of 4bſolom was deteated ? 
(as the Greek Interpreters {cem to intimate) Or 
laſtly, Whether che lame David indited it, upon 
the huge inlargement of his Dominions, by the 
addition of all thoſe bordering Countries, his 
Conqueſt whereof we haye recorded 1 Chron. 
x8. (as ſeems moſt probable.) 

It is however certain in the general, that 
the Pſalm is an Hymn of Praile to the Divine 
Majeſty, and a devout acknowledgment of his 
power and providence in the management. of 
the” affairs of the World. © And like as arthe 
inauguration of ſome virtuous and brave Prince, 
or elpecially upon ſome glorious ſpecimen or 
inſtance of his Wiſdom and -Prowels in the 
condu&t of Afairs, it is uſual for the people 
tro make mighty ſhours and acclamarions : . So 
here is the ſhout of a King in my Text, and all 
the World is ſummoned to celebrate the glo- 
ries of this gteat Monarch Jehovah. The Lord 
reioneth, let the Earth rejoice ; let the multitude of 
the Iſles be glad thereof. 

By the Earth, 1 underſtand the Land. of Ca- 
na and bordering Countries, the Territory 
of the Church. By the multitude of the Iles, 1 


conceive 
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conceive is meant all the remoter parts of the 
World ; for by that name the Jews in their 
language ow rw to call all but the Conti- 
nent on whi inhabited, as may appear 
Gen. 10. 5. where {peaking of the Dolterey of 
Japheth, the Text ſaith, by theſe were the Iſles of 
the Gentiles divided. 

So the words afford us theſe two obſerva- 
tions : 

Firſt, That the Divine Majeſty isnot a mere 
= ent or paſlive Being, or uncon- 
cerned Spectator of the Afﬀairs of the World, 
bur manages and governs, as well as obſeryes 
the courſe of things. 

Secondly, That this Divine Providence and 
Government of the World , is matter of fe- 
curiry and ſatisfa&tion, of triumph and rejoi- 
cing to all mankind. And that although the 
Church of God have a principal i in it, 
and advantage by it ; yet no part of the World 
s neglected by God, or deftittite of a Provi- 
den 


ce. 

And theſe two ſhall be the fubje&t of my 
preſent diſcourſe. | am well aware that ne1- 
ther of them-contain any new Doctrine to en- 
tertain and gratifiecuriotity ; but 1 am withal 
very certain, that they repreſent oy 

B 2 


— 
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of the greateſt uſefulneſs and importance that 


can be for any times, but molt peculiarly ſea- 
ſonable art this time. The Dodttrine of a Pro- 
vidence (and eſpecially {uch an one asthe Text 
ſpeaks of ) being the only conſideration able to 
allay our Paſſions, to abate our Fears, to re- 
move our Jealouſies, ro cure our Melancho- 
lies, and conſequently to promote Peace an 

Settlement both in Church and State. There- 


fore I ſhall not doubt either of your patience 


or attention whilſt I give account of theſe 
three things. 

Firſt, I will ſhew what is meant by this: ex- 
preſſion, the Lord reigneth. 

Secondly, I will demonſtrate the truth of 
the aſſertion, That God Almighty exerciſeth a 
reigning Providence in the World.. - 

Laſtly, I will bring this down to practice, 
by. diſcovering the great influence this, truth 
hath upon all the intereſts of mankind: 

And by that time: I perſwade my {elf you 
will be ready to make the application in my 
Text, and give- example: to- the reſt of: the 
World, to. rejoice that the Lord is King. 

1. I begin with the firſt, what is meant by 
this expreſſion, the Lord reigneth. 

L cannot imagine that any one that hears me 


ſhould 
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fhould phanſie this expreſſion to give counte- 
nance to a Fifth Monarchy (as they call it) as if 
fuch an intereſt in the Government of the 
World was hereby aflerted to the Divine Ma- 
jeſty, as ſhould repeal or diſannul the Autho» 
rity of Temporal Princes and: Potentates'; ' or 
that they muſt become Uſurpers becauſe God 
is King. For beſides that (as 1ſhall ſhew anon) 
they are only Gods Vicegerents and Inftramenes 
of his Gavernment ; and ſo being ſubordinate 
cannot be: repugnant to him : (Beſides this 
lay) it is evident that David, who (I ſuppole) 
indicted this Pſalm, reigned” art this: time as a 
Temporal Prince, and neicher thought his 
Royalty impeached by the Divine Soveraign- 
ty, nor an invaſion of. the Divine Preroga- 
nve. 

And as little can I ſuſpe&that any ſhould 
be ſo unreaſonable, as to think that the ſuppo- 
ſirion of a Divine Providence ſhould e 
and diſcharge the uſe and efficacy. of ſecond 
cauſes, for it is a reigning) Providence we ſpeak 
of; now to reign is to:command' in . chief, 
not to trankadt all things immediately, to .pre- 
ſcribe co and govern, rather than to diſpatch 
bulmeſs by himſelf. 

That which therefore we are to — 
y. 
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by Gods being King, is no more bur that One 
regnumeſt ſub graviori regno ; that the Lord God 
is Lord Paramount, who though he not only 
ſuffers but inables other cauſes co a&t under 
him, yet keeps the reins of Government in his 
own hand; and conlequently can and doth 
whenſoever he pleaſes, mn fuſpend or 
controll them, and over-rule all chings co his 
own will and pleaſure. 

That thing Cd erqental by the hur- 
ry of a blind - wy or chance as the Epicu- 
reans dreamed ; 

Nor born away with the wing of fatal 

_— as the Stoicks 1 
or yer left either ro the will of man, or 
Fes nacural efficacy of ſecond cauſes, bur that 
God ſometimes nm and always guides 
and governs thern, 
T his 45 that which was darkly and figura- 


tively, but clegantly expreſt by the Prophet 
Exzskeel in his firſt Chapter, - where rhe courſe of 


lecoad rcauſes is compared © the Wheek of 4 
Chariot, which run onin 2 Road with a migh- 
ty cariere ; bur then v. 18. there are-laid to be 


ejes m_ theſe Wheel; intimating that God takes 
notice how all things go ; AR not only ©, 
but v. 20. there is id ro be 4 Spirit that 


guides 


- 


before the Lord Mayor. »—7 
guides and 'governs all their Motions. 

Thus the Lord is King and reigns in the 
World ; and fo much for that point, I paſs to 
the ſecond : 

2. Which is to-make plain and demonſtra- 
tive proof of this aſſertion, that ſo we may dil- 
cover a juſt foundation for that joy and tri- 
umph which the Text calls for upon that oc- 
calion ; and for this I offer theſe four follow- 
ing Arguments. 

Fiſt, 1 argue from the very nature and no- 
tion of a God after this manner ; Eyery man 
that frames inhis mind any worthy notion of the 
Deity, conceives him to be a Wiſe, Powerful, 
Juſt and Good Being ; and wholoever con- 
ceives of him any otherwiſe, or leaves out any 
of thele Attributes, debaſes him below the 
commen notion that men have of him, and 
renders him no fit object of love,or fear,or wor- 
ſhip and adoration, (as1 ſball ſhew more anon.) 

Now he that denies fuch a Providence as we 
have explained, denies ro the Deity all thoſe 
perfe&tions art once; and in fo doing forfeits 
— the moſt. natural and general ap- 
prehenlion of a God ; fo char eirher there is in 
efte& no God,' of rhere is a Providence. For 
# he cannot rake notice how things go in - 
VWortd, 
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World, we cannot eſteem him Wile. 

If he ſees how things go, but cannot help or 
hinder them, we cannot allow him to be pow- 
erful ; and if he fees, and can help, bur will 
not, men-will have no: apprehenſions of him 
as-cither Juſt or Good. 

But becauſe we certainly conclude him to 
have all thoſe perte&tions, when we acknow- 
ledge him to be a God, therefore he doch go- 
vern the World. And thus in ſhort we have 
all the branches of Divine Providence, at once, 
demonſtrated from his Nature and Being. 

Secondly, My ſecond Argument ſhall be from 
the Spirit of Prophecy, or from all thoſe Pre- 
dictions of things to come, which have been 
verified in real effects in any age of the World. 

He that denies that any thing hath been 
foretold, and come to according to the 
Prediction, muſt deny the Faith and Hiſto 
of all the World; and he chat grants fi 
things, cannot avoid the acknowledgment of 
a Providence. 

For it is evident, that he who certainly fore- 
tells what is to come, mult ſee through all the 
ſeries of cauſes that tend to the uction of 
luch an effe&, and eſpecially if he define the 
very preciſe time and other circumſtances an- 


ſwering 


fwering to the aceompliſhmerit of the Event, 
his knowledge muſt be very accurate and in- 
timate to the whole intriegue of cauſes. Bur 
above all, it he declare e-hand, not 
what ſhall come'to pals according to the c 
of natural and neceflary cauſes, but even ſuch 
things as are caſual and contingent, and ſuch as 
are ſubject tothe liberty and indifferency of the 
will of man and free agents : Then (whether 
mer be able or no to diſcover the ſecrer man- 
ner and means of this fore-knowledge it mat- 
rers not) it mult be acknowledged, chat he nor 
only is privy to the Cabal, ſees the conful- 
rations and workings of theſe cauſes ; bur that 
he alſo governs the refult and iſfues of chem, 
which is that we here mean by a reigning Pro- 
vidence, as we before explained it. 

Now all this matter of fa& is evidently true 
in innumerable inſtances ; am all which; 
[ will-only take notice of the Prediction of the 
deliverance of rhe. Jews, firſt from their Egyp- 
tian Bondage , and then from che Babyloniſh 
Canvi 


In the former of theſe, the Event was fore- 

told above 400 Years before it came to pals, 

and the accompliſhment was exa&t to a very 

day, as you hnd trobferved, Exod. 12. 41,42: 
C 
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the words are theſe, And it came to paſs at the end of 
the four bundred and thirty years,even the ſelf ſame day 
it came to paſs, that all the boſt of the Lord went 

out from the land of Eg ypt : it is a night to be much 
ofrvel to he Lad; tht is tht night of the Lord, 


p- © the other paſlage of Providence, viz, the 
Babyloniſh Captivity, it was forertold above 
Seventy Years oma go and in a 
time of the unlikelibood of any ſuch 
Calamity dry them, namely, in the time 
of their greateſt Proſperity ; and the period of 
their Cupeiiry was preciſely determined to the 
juſt time of Seventy Years continuance, and 
then they were to be delivered apd reſtored to 
their own Land again : and* all theſe Frang 
things were > panineny and precighy Mer1 
as appears by comparing tog (ron. 36. 
22. and Ezra x. 1. 

In both which paſlages there are ſo many 
Perky circumſtances, ſo great were the ob- 
ſacles in the way of their accompliſhment , 
and alſo ſo much of the will of man concern- 
ed in the whole caſe, that of neceſſity there 
muſt be a governingPower as well as a foreſight 
in the bringing it about ; in which ewo things 
bes the notion of a Providence. This is the 


Argument 


| 
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Argument of Tertullian, Preſcientia (orProyidentie) 
Deus tot habet teſtes,quot fecit Prophetas ; i. e. Look 
how many Prophets or Prophecies ever were 
in the World, and ſo many infallible evidences 
of a Providence. | 

Thirdly, My third Argument is from Mira- 
cles, or the ſeveral inſtances of Divine Interpo- 
lition, either in railing and improving, or in 
deprefling, ſulpending and altering the natural 
and ordinary courſe of ſecond cauſes : For 
moſt aſſuredly, if ever the courſe of things 
hath been interrupted and brought into order a- 
gain, there is plain evidence of a ſuperiour 
Power and Management ; foralmuch as it is 
not imaginable, that natural cauſes ſhould go 
out ofYourſe of themſelves, without their own 
decay and failure, and impoſſible that being 
once out of order (upon fuch decays and de- 
clenſions) that ever they ſhould recover them- 
ſelves into their former order again ; therefore 
if ever ſuch a caſe hath happened, it muſt be 
the over-ruling hand of Providence. 

Now, that there have ſuch extraordinary 
things happened in the World, as this A 
ment ſuppoles,the moſt Epicurean and Atheiſti- 
cal Wits do not altogether deny, but endeavour 
to find our ſome wile falvo or other for them, 


C2 upon 


2 
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upon narural Principles, - in which enterpriſc 
they ardfnuch forſaken of all true Reaſon and 
Philoſophy, as they are deſticnte of Devotion ; 
for to reſolve that into natural cauſes, which is 
either aboye them, or contrary to them, is the 
greateſt inſtance of humor and folly that can be 
aligned. 

They will obſerve, perhaps, that in the 
Plagues of &zypr, or in lome of the miracles 
done inthe Wilderpeſs, there was ſome appear- 
ance of natural cauſes;but belides that, thole cau- 
ſes were apparently incompetent to the effects : 
there was alſo ſuch a e and: ſudden bring- 
ing of thoſe caules , as could nor bur 
beſpeak an Almighty Power and Government. 

Burt then: let them cry their skill co cell us, 
what natujal caules made the Sun-Rind. hill in 
Joſþua's time, or made 4hat vonarural Ecliple 
at our Saviours Paſſion, when-the wo Lumi- 
naries were in Oppolition. Or ler them tell 
us, how men utterly unlearned (as the: Apo- 
ſtles and other Primitive Dileiples were) ſhould 
be able to ſpeak all kind of Languages on the 
ſudden ? how incurable Diſcaſes ſhould be hea- 
led ? nay, men berailed from the Dead by a 
word ſpeaking : in all chele, and a chouland 
inſtances more, there is undeniably the inter- 


poſition 
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poſition of the Divine Majeſty, and ſo God 


overns the World. 

Fourthly, and laftly, Iargue for a Providence 
from the Conſpiracy and Cooperation of all 
things that happen in the World, to a certain 
and uniform end , which cannoc be without 
the direftion and managernent of Divine Pow- 
er and Wiſdom. 

Things that are and happen in the World 
(as we ice plainly) have different natures, and 
various tendencies, nay ſometimes run flatly 
crols to each other ; bur now if all thoſe lines 
meert-in the (ame point and center, it all appa- 
rent contrariety conſpire to the ſame end, then 
there muſt be 35 «7» wwxarls, a God in the 
World. For if chings were either carried by 
blind and uncertain chance, it would be very 
frange, it they ſhould not often claſh and inter- 
fere;orif they be acted by their reſpeftive necel- 
lary caules, yer thole cauſes being often contrary 
to each other, no one end-can be jointly purſued 
and carried on between them ; therefore when 
we ſee (all this contrariery norwithſtanding,) 
all things fo attempered and adjuſted , that 
they at laſt c ate to one great purpole, 
92; the glory of God, and the good of men; 
then it is apparent that they are Ghaedinc ro 


one 
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one preat, and wile, and univerſal cauſe, which 
preſides over the World. 

There are an infinite number of noble in- 
ſtances of this kind in all Hiſtory and Experi- 
ence, ſuch as the affliftions of Joſeph in Egypt, 


which God turned into a Bleſſing to Joſeph, ro 
all his Fathers Family, to Pharaoh, and to all 


Such was the drowning of Jonas in the 
botrom of the Sea, and his miraculous eſcape 
thence, which was made an effeftual means to 
convince the Ninevites, that God ſent him 
with that awakening Meſlage. T hus the Per- 
ſecutions of the Church, which in the firſt af- 
ped, looked like the moſt effeftual way to ſup- 
preſs Chriſtian Religion, proved in the iſlue, 
the moſt ſucceſsful method of propagating of 
it, 

So the afflifted condition of good men in 
this World (upon a ſuperficial view) looks as 
if virtue was under ſome —_—_— Planer, or 
that if any God minded it at all, it was only to 
diſcountenance and diſhearten it ; yer it proves 
nothing elſe in the concluſion, bur a deſign to 
mw to try and confirm it, eſpecially God 
ſo ordering the matter, that ordinarily the lives 
of ſuch men are intermixed, and as it were 
checquered with Proſperity and Adverſity Sou 


mm 


— - 
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latter paring off their luxuriancy, and not ſuffe- 
ring them to grow light and vain, and the for- 
mer preſerving thera from melancholy and de- 
ſpondency ; the one affording them ballaſt, 
and the other fails, that by the help of both 
together, they may ſteer an eyen courſe 
through the World towards Heaven. 

This is the Argument of the Apoſtle, Rom. 
8. 29. All things work together for good, to them 
that love God, &c. and that ſhall be my laſt Ar- 
gument for this great Point; it were calie to 
add a great many more, but I think theſe tully 
ſufficient. 

3- I come now to the third and laft thing I 
propounded, viz, to ſhew the eminent and fig- 
nal advantages that mankind hath by being un- 
der ſuch a Providence, that ſo they may be 
ſenſible what cauſe have to rejoice that 
the Lord reigneth : And this I repreſent jn the fix 
following particulars. 

Firſt, The belief of fuch a Providence as we 
have proved, is the prime Pillar, and the very 
Baſis and Foundation of all Religion ; not on- 
ly of this or that Religion in particular, bur of 
Religion it ſelf, and. in the general notion of 
it. Foraſmuch as the belief of a God, is by 
ao means ſufficient. ro ſuppast that grear Fa- 


brick; 
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brick, withour this alſo of a Providence. For 
let a man not only acknowledge the Being and 
Exiſtence of a Deity, but allo ler him look up- 
on him as never ſo great and admirable m his 
nature ; yet if he conceive of him as inactive, 
ſuch an one as either cannot or will not trouble 
himſelf rotake notice of mens carriage towards 
himſelf: in a word, if he neither reward nor 
puniſh, the great obligation ro Religion is 
wanting ; for the mere reverence of his excel- 
lent nature will be utterly ineffeEtual, either ro 
keep a man ſteady and conſtant in the difficul- 
ties of a ſtri&t and devout life, or eſpecially to 
reſtrain him from-ſuch fins, as both his temper 
is greatly prone to, and to which he hath the 
ſtrong allurements of Pleaſure and Profit ; ſee- 
ing ſuch a man is ſenſible all along that he is 
(upon this ſuppoſicion) as ſafe in delpiſing and 
Ms as in fearing and worſhipping the 
Divine Majeſty. 

And therefore the Fpicureans, for all their 
acknowledgment of a God, were reputed Athe- 
iſtical by the wiler Sects of Philoſophers, and 
that not unworthily.; becauſe (as 1 ſaid before) 
they making him to enjoy his caſe, - and to be 
unconcerned 1 the affairs of theWorld,ſubvert- 
ed Providence, and with it overthrew all the 
realon of Religion and Picty. Nay 
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Nay further, ſuppoſe a Man ſhould acknow- 
ledge not only a God bur ſome kind of Provi- 
dence alſo, yer unleſs it be fach a Kingly Provi- 
dence as we have before ſtaced, ir will fignifie 
lictle or nothing to the purpoſe of Religion. For 
ſo we lee the Stoicks acknowledged both : Bur 
foraſmuch as they apprehended the Deity to be 
bound under —__ Bonds of fatal and invin- 
cible neceſliry, fo that chough he was aware 
how it went with men, and mighe perhaps 
pity them in their diftrefles, yer could nor help 
them; they hereby cur che main Sinews of 
Vertue and Devoriont. 

But now upon ſuppoſition that mw is not 
only a great andeverlaſting Be: a pow- 
erful wiſe and free Majefty, and char chere is 
fuch a Kingly Providence as we aflert ; chen it 
s 4 that Verne and Vice have vaſt 
diflerences , and Piety and Religion are che 
greateſt concerns of Mankind, And therefore 
it is very obſervable, thar this ische grear Argu- 
ment of che whole Old Teftament, the main 
Dodtrine of thoſe times, and of all thoſe Sa- 
cred Writings of .Hofes and the , to 4- 
waken the World imorthe belief of ſuch a pre» 
ſence of God in, and ſaperincendence over the 
World. Bur I proceed. | 

D Secondly, 
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Secondly , Not only the Internal Reafon 
and Obligation to Religion is founded upon 
Providence, bur alſothe External Profeſſion of 
Chriſtian Religion in ſpecial, and the whole 
Society of a Church ſubliſts by the ſupport and 
protection of ir. 

Our Saviour hath told us he would build his 
Church upon a Rock, and the Gates of Hell ſhould 
not prevail againſt it : But it is certain, that ir is 
not the inherent ſtrength of the Conſticution of 
chis Political Body his Church , which can 
maintain it in all ties, and againſt all aſſaults ; 
but the ſtrong hand of Almighty Power that 

it: otherwile it is not imaginable 
but it had been ſhattered to pieces long e're this 
a For _ AS and cruelty of 
Perſecution had di ar, , or the contagion 
of evil Examples would have debauch'd it ; or 
prophane Wir and Drollery would have laugh- 
ed it Gut of countenance, | or its own folliesand 
Diviſions would have crumbled ic co nothing. 

But Providence hath taken care, that neither 

the ſtrength of its Enemies, nor its own weak- 
nels, neither their wit nor its fooliſhneſs, nei- 
ther their combined malice and union, nor its 
own animoſities and diſtra&tions, havehad their 
(otherwiſe probable and) natural effefts upon 
it. And 


before the Lord Mayor. 19 


And. that this admirable event is not to be 
attributed to Chance, or any other cauſes, bur 
is the mereeflect of Divine Providence, will be 
evident by this furcher Obſervation, viz- Thar 
ſo long as any Church hath kept cloſe ro God, 
and ——_—_ ic ſelf ro him and to the Laws 
of its Inſtitution, ſo long it hath always been 
ſafe and flouriſhing, (art leaſt if we except only 
the very infancy of the Chriſtian Church and 
Religion, ar which time it pleaſed the Divine 
Wiſdom to work a greater Miracle of Provi- 
dence than all the rell in expoling his Church 
in ſo much weakneſs co luch ftrength of oppo» 
ſition, and yer preſerving it (as the Burning 
Buſh) and thereby giving a more illuſtrious 
evidence to all the World of his Providence 0- 
ver it, than conſtanc proſperity could have at- 
forded.) 

Burt contrariwiſe, whenloever this Church 
or any Branch or Member of it, hath by wan- 
ronneſs and ſelf-confidence, by pride and ichiſm, 
by hypocrifie or prophanenels, forfeited this 
Divine protection ; if Divine patience and 
moderate chaſtiſements have not in due time |. 
reclaimed it, ic hath by a ſevere a& of the ſame 
Providence been moſt remarkably delivered up 
to confuſion and barbariſm : God hath pulled 

D 2 down 
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down his Fence, and the wild Beaſt of the Field 
ſpoils it, and che Boar out of the Woods de- 
yours it. 

Bur leſt any man who hath obſerved 
the horrible degeneracy , agg wr 


corruptions of the Church of Rome , and 
= withal takes notice of the great pomp, 
Iplendor and proſperity which that Society en- 
joys, ſhould make this an 
that which I am I freely 
Thar [ think it hath pleaſed God to pada 
hogular inſtance on purpoſe, and by an a& * 
the ſame Providence oy wh he 
ther degenerate Chur he ha 
that debauched Church (uſt as he did ws, 
— a py ms pg 
bylon and Afſyria, &c.) to be a by A 
ſcourge whereby to chaſtiſe ple ad 
and berter, bac dectiaing Churches 
la all other caſes my Obſeryation is abun- 
dantly verihed ; not only in the Church of the 
Jews , bur in all choſe once famous Chri- 
ftian Churches of Aſa and Africa. Which whilſt 
X were humble and holy, true cocheir Prin- 
= worthy of Divine proteRion, fo 
mw Ra and glorious : Bar 
we Mrs 'or wii. 5 aA. deſert So, 
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from that rrme it was neither their wit nor 
wealth nor learning ,- neither their numbers 
nor their repucation, neither their former zeal 
nor their Apoltolical foundation , could pre» 
ſerve chem ruine and barbariſm. I pro» 
ceed further. 

Thirdly, Divine Providence is the ſecurity 
and proteGion not only of the Church bur of 
the Seate alſo. Of Kings and Princes, of Ma- 

iſtrates and Governours, and of Government it 
elf : for it is not the Satelktes of Princes, their 
Lifeguards that fecure them, their Sword and 
Scepter that defends them, nor their 
all che Enfigns of Majeſty ; bur an all-ſeei 
Providence over them, and an invilible Guard 
of Providence that s them. 

It was well by Sir Francis Bacon, 
that in ſome reſpe&s the condition of Crown- 
ed Heads and Soveraign Princes was more un- 
happy and uncomfortable than of meaner per- 
ſons, and in this reſpe&t amongſt the reſt, be- 
cauſe they have a grear deal to fear, and lirtle 
or nothing more to hope for in this World. 
They cannot go much higher, and they may 
fall a great deal lower. Other men it they 
have ſomething to ſear, yer they have a migh- 
ty ſphere of hope to cheer and encourage them. 
Princes 
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Princes have but little ſcope for their deſires or 
ambitions, but on the other fide, by reaſon of 
their long Train, ill Fortune hath great ad- 
——_—_— againſt them. And indeed in theſe 
reſpects their condition were very melancholy, 
bur that there is a Providence which watches 
over them, and prevents their fears, and their 
dangers. 

They are God's Vicegerents, and He main- 
tains and upholds them in their Ofhces under 
Himſelf; He ftrikes an awe and reverence of 
Magiſtrates into the hearts of Subjes, that an 
enraged multicude ſhall tremble at the fight of 
Ohe man, and He in other reſpetts like them- 
lelves, ſaving that he hath the Stamp and Cha- 
rafter of Divine Authority upon him. 

He that calms the raging of the Sea, _ 
ſaith to the proud waves, Hitherto ſhall ye 
and no further ; it is He alſo that tills c 

e and madneſs of the people. Therefore 
77 99- 1. The Lord reigneth, be the people never ſo 

mpatient ; Fe ſuteth between the Cherubims, be 
* 4% Ba ſo wnquiet : i, e. The Divine Ma- 
jelty hath that influence upon the ſpirits of 
men, that ir is not all the = rage -_ pal- 
ſion, nor all the combined force of evil men, 


ſhall be able to diſſolve Government, or in- 
terrupt 
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terrupt that Order He hath conſtituted. 

Ler us take one great and famous inſtance of 
this, 2 Sam. 17. The people of Iſrael made a 
General Defe&tion from David their King, and, 
as" one man, ' were all for ſetting 4bſolom upon 
his Throne : The number of the Confpirators 
was as the wo upon the Sea-ſhore, _ in the 
expreſſion |; were able to fall u 
on David and ag ours fi men with him, = 
the Dew falls upon the Ground ; and if he ſhould 
berake himſelf to any Ciry or Strong-hold, all 
Iſrael ſhall bring Ropes, and draw that City into the 

iver ; ſo that there ſhall not be one ſmall Stone left. 
What becomes of David in this caſe? Who 
ſhall withſtand this Torrent ? Only Divine 
Providence, this divides the Waters, this dif- 
ſolves that great black Cloud, and makes it fall 
in a gentle Dew (otherwiſe than Huſhai intend» 
ed) and the reſult is, Thawamancrice the fame 
men ſtrive who ſhall be the firſt and forwardeſt 
in ſetting David upon his Fhrone again. 

Therefore a Prince or iſtrate 
ſhall light a Providence, they flight the beſt 
Fort of their Empire and Juriſdiction , they 
diſmiſs their Guards, and lay themſelves open 
to all the follies and rage and inſolencies of the 

Fourthly, 
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Fourthly , Divine Providence is alſo the 
paſlions and extravagances of Princes 
and Art ſo that they fhall not need 
to refort ro Arms or any ſeditious and unlaw- 
ful means in their own delence. We ule to 
appeal to an higher Coart when we are oppreſt 
in an inferior Judicatory, and this is our pro- 
per refuge, when our Rights and are 
invaded, to look up to God the ſupreme Poren- 
cate of the World, that he will reſtrain the ex- 
orbirances of his Miniſters. 
God is King of Kings, not only becauſe he 
is above all ro Princes, but becauſe he re- 
ftrains and controlls them, he makes aad rules 


tv" 7 N= 


Gale grtn bai: Mb 
the times wherem , and the people over whom: they 


+ i IE other inſtan- 
ces of his tranſcendent Y) cure cheir 


hearts alſo. So Soomen hi 


a great and a 


wile King hath told us, Prov. 21. 1. The heart 
of the King is inthe haudof the Lord, and he tw 
eth 
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eth it as the Rivers of Water ; thatis, ' as an Hul- 
bandman or Gardiner, can by: Drains and 
Trenches derive: the Water from one place r9 
another, to his uſe and purpoſe ; fo doth God 
Almighty diſpale and incline the hearts of 
Princes, be they never ſo ſtrong) and deep. 

Cyrus was a mighty Prince; and had a heare 
as averſe to the People of the Jews, and to 
their Religion alſo, - as any. of his Predeceflors, 
that carried chem into;-/or keptrthem in Cap- 
tivity. What was the matrer then? -what rea- 
ſon of State was 'there' that he ſhould ler them 

o, andlole ſo much People, and fo much Tri- 
Font nothing, but che Texc cells us, | God ftir+ 
red up the heart of. Cyrus. 

Nebuchadnezzar was lo ſtif-necked and impi- 
ous, as that he' defied any ſuch Providence 0- 
ver him as we are (peaking of ; | bur God turn- 
ed his | heart fuſt'to that. of a Beaſt, and pur 
him out to Grafs by he had learned,that the moit 

gb ruleth m the Kmgdoms of men. | 
ET istherefore no ok # or: illuſory method 
of ſecurity,to appeal to,and ruſb in Providence, 
in the greateſt caſes poſſible. lt is rrue the fafe- 
ty of Religion; Liberty and Property are migh- 
ty concerns; but certainly they -are 'not too 
great a ſtake to trult in the hands of God, who 


E we 
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we ſee, both canſecure them, and is obliged by 


the honour and intereſt of his own ſupereminent 
Government to be render of them, againſt all 
the Arbitrary Invaſions of thoſe under him. 
But perhaps ſome man will ſuſpe&, that ir 
will look like Cowardile, if not Treacheryy (in 
confidence of a Providence) to negle& other 
means of ſecurity ; and that it will be like him 
in the Fable, char lay in the Ditch, and uſed no 
endeavour-toget out, but only cried to God to - 
help him : To which | anſwer, that if the Pro- 
vidence of God haye afforded us other means 
that are lawful and wagfanted by the ſtanding 
Law and Rule of his Word, we tempt God if 
we negle& them , when thoſe great Intereſts 
are i ered ; but unleſs the means we uſe 
be as certainly and manifeſtly lawful and war- 
rantable, as the cauſe we pretend to, ſhall be 
juſt and honourable, we ſhall but provoke Pro- 
vidence inſtead of ſubſerving it. We forego 
our greateſt ſecurity by not bei rented 
with it ; for by ſuperſeding Proyi we ali- 
enate it, and by ſhifting for our ſelves we fight 
againſt God. 
Fifthly, Providence is our ſecurity againſt 
private Fears as well as publick, againſt foli- 
tude and dangers of all kinds, whether by ill 


ACC1 
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accidents and encounters from Brute Beaſts, or 
more Brutiſh men. 

Man is a very feeble creature, and impotent 
for his own _— in a thouſand caſes that 
happen every ; it were therefore a moſt 
melancholy m—_ tion of life, if we were not 
under the ſhelter of a Providence, it we had 
no Patron, it there were not a Superiour Ge- 
nius, an higher nature continually folicicous 
abour us for our protection : And therefore the 
well known Gentleman of Malmſbury might 
well be timorous and afraid: that every man 
ſhould have _ to kill him, or that every 
accident might take away his life, for che man 
did not well believe in a God above, nor had 
any conhdence in a Providence. 

And indeed luch a caſe is ſo ſad and deplo- 
rable, that it ſeems to be a very filly thing to de- 
fire tolive if it were true: A man had better _ 


once than live in —___ fears of d ; 
nothing bur childiſh cowardize ———_ a 
man to wiſh to live one day, if he were con- 
hdent there was no ſuch thing as a Providence. 
Bur if I believe there is a God that over-looks 
me where-ever I am, that isrender of me, that 
can and will preſerve me as as he ſees 
good, in ſpight of all evil deſigns or acci- 


E 2 dents : 
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dents : this erects a mans mind and fortifies his 
ſpirits ; this ſuffers him neither to fear nor to 
wiſh for death, but enables him both eo live pa- 
tiently, and to dye bravely. 

And conſequently of this, the truſt in a Pro- 
vidence is the great incouragement of allgene- 
rous enterpriſes and performances ; and theſe, 
whether they be publick or private, if a man 
delign 2 ſecret good thing, what can be the 
ucement to it ? where can be the wiſdom 
of giving himſelf the trouble about it, when 
he can expect no reward in this World, be- 
cauſe the performance is kept fecrer from the 
notice of men ; and if there be no Providence, 
it is certain there can be no reward in another 
World, and ſo his labour is wholly loſt. 

Bur if ir be a ooblick action he defigns, 
he ſhall be fore to meet with thoſe will 
envy and malign him, a ſecond fort will 
luſpe&t him, and a third will traduce and de- 
fame him ; and the reſt there will not 
want hoſe that will find it to be their intereſt 
and hinder him : ſo that in ſhort, 
a ſpecial hand of Providence, no man 
{hall have either the heart to undertake , or 
the power and ſucceſs to effeft any noble ati- 
on ; bat grant this great point, and _—_— | 
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born above envy, oppoſition, and even above 


themſelves. 

| cannot upon this occaſion forbear to take 
notice of a noble and memorable paſſage of 
the Roman Orator, in one of his Orations to 
the Senate of Rome , his words begin thus, 
Quan volumus licet, patres conſcripti , nos amemus ; 
amen nec nuamero Fliſpanos, nec viribus Gallos, nec 
calliditate Panos, nec doftrma Graecos, &c. the 
ſenſe of the whole is to this effe&t, as if he had 
ſaid, Fathers of the Senate, let us entertain as 
good an opinion of our ſelyes as we will or 
can ; yetit muſt be acknowledged, that we 
neither equal the Spaniards in numbers, nor 
the Gauls in ſtrength and ſtature, nor the Car- 
thaginians in craft and fubtilty, nor the Greeks 
in learnimg and knowledge; and yet it is as 
certain, we have overcome and triumphed o- 
ver all theſe Nations : Now inquiring into the 
reaſon of this ſucceſs, I can attribute it ro no 0- 
ther cauſe , nor give any more probable ac- 
count of it than this ; cantly thar we live 
nnder a better and a quicker ſenſe of a God and 
2 Providence than any of them do, and this, 
and this alone gives us all the advan 

Sixthly, Bur Sixthly and laſtly, ws py” 
furnmari Providence Yof unſpeakable advan- 
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tage and influence upon the ſpirics of men, both 
in proſperity and adverſity.lt may leem indeed, 
that whileſt a man is in proſperity, he is in no 
need of a Providence ; and it is too commonly 
true, that men do not uſe to think much ot 
God whileſt all goes well with them. Never- 
theleſs this practice however general, is very 
fooliſh and unreaſonable; for beſides the un- 
certainty of worldly Proſperity, and chat no- 
thing is more ordinary than for mens fortunes 
to be ſoon at a ſtand, for all their broad fails 
and moſt carneſt endeavours, it once the wind 
of Providence deſert them : Beſides this (1 lay) 
it deſerves the moſt ſerious conhderation, 
that all worldly Proſperity is very little worth 
(even whileſt ir laſts) if there be no Providence. 
For what great joy or contentment can the 
greateſt ce afford a man, if all come by 
mere chance, or the courſe of the Stars, or by 
fate or any ſuch undiſcriminating cauſes. Bur 
on the other ſide, if a man can look upon his 
comforts, as the gifts and favours of a wile 
and a good God, then andthen only they are 
comfortable indeed. 

And then for a ſtate of adverlity, that is fad 
indeed if there be no Providence ; think what 
ic is tobe in a ſtorm ar Sea, where the Winds 

roar, 
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roar, the Sea rages, the Ship cracks, no An- 
chor-hold, no Shores to land upon, no comfort 
in Pilot or Governours of the Velfel, nothing 
but a proſpe& of death every way ; if a man 
cannot look up to Heaven, and have hope in 
God, what a caſe is he in ? Or ſuppole a man 
be cloſe Priſoner, and denied the comfort of 
his friends, rogerher with other refreſhmeacs of 
life, or confined to a fick-bed , or be buried 
alive with obl and reproach ; in a word, 
that a man be triendleſs and helpleſs ; now if 
it can be ſaid roſuch a man, there is no help 
for him in God neither, here is the very quin- 
reſſence of miſery, a caſe ſad beyond exprefſi- 
on : But contrariwiſe, if a man in all the dif- 
mal circumſtances aforefaid,ſhall yet firmly be- 
lieve a Providence that orders all things well 
and wilely, that can if he pleaſe bring a man 
out of all thoſe difficulties, that certainly will 
make all theſe work for his goon, and at laſt 
| ghteous judgment, make him a- 
= yquareLo- vp then is any conditi» 
_ the mean time very tolerable whatſoever 
it 

And thus I have, I hope, performed the three 
things 1 promiſed from my Text ; and what 
remains now, but that we —————— 
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all tro our ſelves, and that in theſe ewo in- 


ſtances : 
1. By ſcrling this great Doctrine in our 


minds. And, 

2. By improving it in our hearts to all the 
comfortable conſequences aforeſaid. 

Firſt, Let us fertle this ruth in our minds, 
that God Almighty exerciſes a Kingly Provi- 
dence in and over all the World; _ let it (if ic 
be poſbible) be a principle with us firm as a 
firſt notion, and indiſputable as the verdict of 
our Senſes : my meaning is, let nothing make 
us ſtagger oe ln ſhake our belief of 
that which is of ſo vaſt conſequence to us. 
Foralmuch as without this Perſuaſion, not on- 
ly our Religion is nonſence, but we are the 
moſt abje&t and pitiable Creatures in the 
World. 

Brutes and other inferiour Creatures have 
indeed no apprehenſion of a Providence, and 
yet enjoy themſelves in proportion to their 
_—_ bur —_ 5 $a Jata nag 
orelee nothing, noting, and (0 
do not — recH rang before the time. 
But man ſuſpefts dangers where they may not 
come, and forelees them when they are com- 
ing, is a ſagacious and jealous Creature, Be > 
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fo anticipates calamities,and accumulates them. 
Now if there be no Providence, his condition 
is worſe than that of inferiour Beings , he is 
doubly miſerable, and that without remedy. 


then a Epicurean objection , 
nay , ſhall a ſurmiſe, or a flaſh of 
Wir and | baffle us our of that wiferc- 
in the honour of our natures conttlly, and up- 


on which all our comfort 
Laugh at and ſcorn them ns 
Providence, poor pitiful wretches that worſhip 
blind frmns, or a manacled and fettered De- 
ity, bound band and foot by fatal neceſiity : 
Our Goda wile and ood ad fe A ent, re- 
is own 
Wiſdom, Hel dg ops mon dial 
without fa- 
ings wich juſt 


z pities in all 
, and with 


him, 


nt of this belief let us in the Se- 


rb Te Ld repent, CET 
bs he ad YO Or 


as 
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as you have it in the 10. Verſe of the Palm 
immediately foregoing, Toll « out amongſt the bea» 
then that the Lord reigneth. 

Ler all foreign Nations, and all foreign Chur- 
ches, all that have good will, and all chat have ill 
will ro our Religion, or'to our , know 
that the Lord is King, and that we not to 
the number of our Forces, or the Wildom: of 
our Counſds, our Seas;' or- our Rocks, our 
Courage or Condu&t, bur to our King, to 
that Divine Providence which watches over 


us: 
rage againſt or num- 
CT bite old men, in conlſi- 
deration that they are the inftruments of Di- 
vine Providence, the Lieytenants of Gods Go- 
verament, and he that ſee them/in office under 
himſelf, will ſtand by them, and bear them our 
in di of their truſt and duty. 

Let People 'be- quiet , not liſten to 


noiſe and rag rec ſure RN baniſh all 
difloyal thoughts ing to 1 means 
for iGerring chair procenions k not God 
in the World ? hath any one wrelted the Scep- 
ter our of his hand ? why thea ſhould we nor 
eraſt in him ? 


When 
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When Philip Melanithon, ocherwiſe 2 very wile 
and peaceable and mild fpirted perſon, began 
to be out of humour wich the then Rate of the. 
World, Luther addrefles co him in thele words, 
Exar andus eſt Philippus at deſmat efſe rettor Mundi ; 
4 4. Good Brother Philip lex God alone to go- 
yern the World. 

Let the Oppreſled, the Widow, the Father- 
leſs and —_— —_— for be that 
crrerh in che T] will andioe rin] 
ment, and firſt or laſt alam pmrafo OA 
meanelt Subject. 

Nay, let the man that is tempted and al- 
Guied by the Devil, hold his ground, and fear 
nothing, for God is above the Devil. 

To conclude, let us all lay aſide our fears 
and our jealowfiey, our ſighs and complaines, 
our melancholy and deſpondency, 1s there nat 
a balm im Gilead, is there no Phyſician there, Jer. 8. 
22. Have we not a Wiſe and a Powerful, a 
Glorious and a good Prince, why then ſhould 
we murmur ? why agculg his Reign ? why re- 
proachs his Government ? 

Nowum ſeditionis genus tian & filentjun, Tad 
the Hiſtorian ; A ſullen uncomfortableneſs and 
diſlike of our condition, our diſcontent with the 
ſate of affairs, is a kind of Sedition againſt 

F 2 Heaven, 
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Heaven, our murmuring is no better than a li- 
belling of Gods Government. 

Wherefore (to ſay no _ ler us ſtick cloſe 
to this God \thismigh Potentate ; let us hope, 
cruſt, and rejoice in him, and he ſhall bleſs 
our King, our Church, our Magiſtrates, and 


all our 

Now to this Univerſal Monarch of the 
World, this pan, (eng Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
be all G Praiſe, Worſhip and Adora- 
tion World "lr End. 


THE END. 


——_—_— — ——— — 
— ——— 
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